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by lamps at night, but only by following up the rays com-
ing from itself. So we can come to God only through
the soul and not through the illusory world-objects that
surround and distract our gaze.

3. The Divine Gunas : God is qualityless (nirguna)
only in so far as He is not bound by or limited in the
three qualities of Matter (famas^ rajas, sattva). He has
six main gunas which describe for us His Divinity.
These are : 1. Jnana, omniscience, His consciousness
being at every point of the universe, and beyond;

2. Ais'varya, independence of will and action, having all
in His absolute control; 3. S^akfi, omnipotence, the
power of infinite creation; 4. Bala, Indefatigability,
having all things within Himself; 5. V^rya, Change"
iessness, though He is the basis of an ever-changing,
evolving universe; and 6. Tejas, Splendour and Self-
sufficiency ; He is above all and has no lack of anything.
His minor Divine Gunas are often listed as six also:

Ksama, all-forgiveness; Krpa, grace; Vatsalya, paternal
feeling; SJla, goodness; Arjava^ sincerity; and Sauhar'
dam, kindness.

We may view Him also in six other ways: He is
Satyam, the ' absolute unconditioned Reality ', Truth in
its highest perfection ; He is Jnanam, the infinite self-
luminous wisdom; He is A nantam, the simple experi"
ence of cosmic consciousness; He is A malam, infinite
Purity and Holiness ; He is Sundaram perfection of all
Beauty ^ and He is Anandamaya, the essence of joy.

The eight * Powers ' of the Godhead are listed thus :

KWis glory; S'H, splendour; ViJaya, victory; Sraddha^